
      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Schedule 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Deeper 

4:00pm 7th Ave Worship Meal 

4:00pm First and Third 

Sundays Worship at Carolina 

Reserve  

 

Rev. Mary Apicella 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Dr. Michelle McClendon 

Associate Pastor 
 

Robert & Annette Hudson 
Music Directors 

 
Rev. Gail Coulter 
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A Note from Pastor Mary  

It’s been a long time coming, but August is almost 

here. And with the turning of the calendar’s page, 

or refreshing of your calendar app, I’ll be with you 

all starting August 1st in the office, ready to eat 

and socialize on the 2nd, and then to worship 

together with the Lord’s Supper on August 6th.  

Jason and I have felt the love, prayers, and 

support all the way up the east coast as we 

prepare for this next step in life, and it has meant 

so much to both of us.   

 

In the midst of packing up boxes and sorting through our things, one 

picture I’ve always kept above my desk at home has been a poem by 

Wendell Berry that a dear friend hand wrote and illustrated for me upon 

my ordination. It’s a great reminder to me when I’m up to my eyeballs in 

things to do that this too shall pass, and that the Spirit’s rhythm of calling 

and leading and accompanying can be trusted to hold steady even in 

the chaos.  

 

So I’ll share it here, as we all perhaps are in our own “up to our eyeballs” 

kind of places in life, or it’s here in this Proclaimer (and will be on the wall 

in my office) when you find yourself in that kind of place. Though we may 

not all write poetry, we bear the unique meters and rhymes of God’s 

love and presence in our lives that create us to be living poems of God’s 

grace. And we can always use that reminder. 

 

On the Journey With You, 

Mary 
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How to Be a Poet  
BY WENDELL BERRY 
 

i    
 

Make a place to sit down.    

Sit down. Be quiet.    

You must depend upon    

affection, reading, knowledge,    

skill—more of each    

than you have—inspiration,    

work, growing older, patience,    

for patience joins time    

to eternity. Any readers    

who like your poems,    

doubt their judgment.    
 

ii    
 

Breathe with unconditional breath    

the unconditioned air.    

Shun electric wire.    

Communicate slowly. Live    

a three-dimensioned life;    

stay away from screens.    

Stay away from anything    

that obscures the place it is in.    

There are no unsacred places;    

there are only sacred places    

and desecrated places.    
 

iii    
 

Accept what comes from silence.    

Make the best you can of it.    

Of the little words that come    

out of the silence, like prayers    

prayed back to the one who prays,    

make a poem that does not disturb    

the silence from which it came. 
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Baptist Principles to be Focus of Sunday School Series 

 

September 3 – October 8 Gail and Dutch Coulter will head a Sunday 

School series highlighting the Baptist principles, referred to as the “Fragile 

Four,” which guided the formation of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

and continue to inform our worship and ministry today.  

“Bible Freedom is the historic Baptist affirmation that the Bible, under the 

Lordship of Christ, must be central in the life of the church and individual 

and that Christians, with the best and most scholarly tools of inquiry, are 

both free and obligated to study and obey the Scripture. 

Soul Freedom is the historic affirmation of the inalienable right and 

responsibility of every person to deal with God without the imposition of 

creed, the interference of clergy, or the intervention of civil government. 

Church Freedom is the historic Baptist affirmation that local churches are 

free, under the Lordship of Christ, to determine their membership and 

leadership, to order their worship and work, to ordain whom they 

perceive as gifted for ministry, male or female, and to participate in the 

larger Body of Christ, of whose unity and mission Baptists are proudly a 

part. 

Religious Freedom is the historic Baptist affirmation of freedom OF 

religion, freedom FOR religion, and freedom FROM religion, insisting that 

Caesar is not Christ and Christ is not Caesar.” (Walter Shurden, The 

Baptist Identity: Four Fragile Freedoms, 1993)  

(Reprinted from The Gathering, “Four Fragile Freedoms” by Larry Hovis, 

February 2007, Vol. 12, Issue 1.) 
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Sunday Concert Featuring Steve Newbrough to 

Benefit Providence Website 

Sunday, September 3 at 3:00pm, 

Providence will host a Sunday Concert 

featuring guitarist and Providence 

member Steve Newbrough. 

Newbrough intends donations 

received at the concert to support the 

creation of a new website for 

Providence. 

 As an active solo guitarist and 

chamber musician, Steve Newbrough 

has performed across the country, on 

television, and the radio. An eclectic 

musician, Steve has played the guitar in diverse venues across the United 

States, and in vastly different styles, including electric guitar with gospel 

choirs, abstract twentieth century music with dancers, classical guitar on 

the concert stage, and traveling the nation with the internationally-

acclaimed Minneapolis Guitar Quartet. Steve began his studies with 

Gordon Kreplin in Elizabeth City, NC. He received his Bachelor of Music 

degree from the University of North Carolina School of the Arts as a 

student of Joseph Pecoraro. In 2008, Steve received his Master of Music 

Degree in Classical Guitar Performance under Jeffrey Van at the 

University of Minnesota. 

Throughout his career, Steve has enjoyed teaching students of all ages. 

He is the Director of The Summit Academy of Music, at 1095 

Hendersonville Rd, Asheville, NC 28803. 

https://www.summitmusicasheville.com/
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A Prayer for the Congregation 
By Beth Cullison 

Heavenly Father, 

Come quiet our hearts from life’s distractions. Settle down upon us. Draw 

near to us as we draw near to you. You, Oh Lord, are the Creator of all 

things. You hold all things together. You are the Giver of life. Every good 

and perfect gift comes from You. You give us everything we need for life 

and godliness. You are preparing a place for us to be with You forever.  

Our words are not adequate to express how our hearts have changed 

since we first started loving You. You’ve made all the difference in our 

lives. We love you. We praise You and give You thanks for your unending 

love. There isn’t anything in us or about us that You don’t completely 

understand. You know us completely. And so if we’re honest with You, 

You know that we need to admit our weaknesses, asking You for help 

and strength and courage. We can’t rescue ourselves. You’re our only 

hope. 

Lord, We confess the busyness of our schedules that leave only leftovers 

for You. Would you, in this moment …  

Give us the courage to push away from busyness, helping us find our true 

identity in You? 

We confess our critical, always-critiquing attitudes that lead us away 

from contentment and gratefulness. 

Cleanse us from being critical and put a spirit of gratefulness in our 

hearts? 

We confess our half-hearted devotion that leaves us with an unsatisfied 

relationship with You. 

Replace our cold half-heartedness with a fire for You and whole-hearted 

devotion. 

We confess our rebellion to Your ways and our bent to rely on our own 

cleverness. 

Show us the knowledge of Your will, give us spiritual wisdom and 

understanding? 
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We confess the fear that we secretly carry, that cripples us in so many 

ways. 

Save us from the all the forces that threaten us with fear? 

We confess the sin that is unique for each of us that holds us back from 

being truly free. 

Set us free somehow, someway, from the sin that has gripped our hearts 

and chained our spirits? 

Thank you for being the Friend who will never leave us or forsake us. 

Thank you for being our Teacher, showing us the way we should go.  

Thank you for being our Protector, helping us stand firm in You.  

Thank you for being our Savior, rescuing us from the chains of our 

sinfulness.  

This we pray for the sake of Your name, 

Amen. 

Fellowship & Small Groups. . . 

 DEEPER ~ Sundays following worship. Refreshments and conversation in 

Fellowship Hall. 

 WORSHIP MEAL AT JOSEPH’S CENTER ~ Sundays at 4pm ~ Contact Phillip 

Allen  

 PROVIDENCE WORSHIP AT CAROLINA RESERVE ~ First and Third Sundays at 

4pm ~ Contact Herb Sierk 

 FREE FOR ALL ~ Tuesdays @ 8:30am at Mike’s On Main ~ All are welcome 

as we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 

 MID-DAY PRAYER ~ Tuesdays @ 12:00pm at Providence House ~Join us 

once a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection. All faiths welcome 

to rest and reconnect! 

 WEDNESDAYS ~ August 2 ~ Potluck and Hymn Sing at the Hale’s ~ August 

16 ~ TBA 

 CHOIR REHEARSAL ~ Second and Fourth Tuesdays at 7pm in the sanctuary. 

The Ensemble welcomes new members.  

 MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST ~ Meets the 2nd Friday of every month @ 

8:30am at Blackberry Mountain Café ~ All ages are welcome to join in 

fellowship and conversation. 
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3 Brenda Sloan 

5 Bob Brown 

 Pat Reese 

10 Giordani Acu 

12  Stefani Wilmoth 

18 Jerry Smith 

23  Brian Martin  

27 Julie Martin 

29 Cathy Brown  

 

 

 

Providence Baptist Church 
PO Box 6476, Hendersonville, NC 28793 

providencecongregation.org / 828-697-2878 
CCLI License Number: 2024088 

 

 

Proclaimer Submissions…. 

The deadline for submitting items 

for the Proclaimer is the 20th of 

each month. The deadline for each 

week’s E-News is Tuesday of each 

week. Email submissions to 

info@providencecongregation.org.  

 

 

IAM AUGUST REQUESTS 
 

Pantry Focus: Healthy snacks, 

canned vegetables, soup, crackers, 

bread 

 

Clothing Focus: Men’s and 

Children’s shoes, Men’s work pants 
 
Drop items in the bin near the main 
entrance of the church.* 
 

*IAM is moving and will not accept 

donations until August 7 at their new 

location, 310 Freeman Street, on 

Highway 64 behind Tequila’s 

Restaurant and beside the Blue 

Ridge Mall.  

YOU ARE INVITED 
to a 

Welcome Dinner 
for 

Mary and Jason 

Apicella 

Sunday, August 6, 5 PM 
at  

Mills River Park 
124 Town Center Drive, Mills River 

http://www.millsriver.org/park.html 
 

Please RSVP to 
info@providencecongregation.org 

 

 

Please Join Us 
for a  

HYMN SING and POTLUCK 
Wednesday, August 2 5:30 PM 

at the home of 

Hunter and Suzanne Hale 

322 Kilarney Street, near the church. 

http://www.providencecongregation.org/
mailto:info@providencecongregation.org
http://www.millsriver.org/park.html
mailto:info@providencecongregation.org

